HIGHLANDER
FOOTBALL

HIGHLANDERS CLOSE OUT NON-DISTRICT
SCHEDULE WITH BLOWOUT WIN OVER HUMBLE

After splitting two games that went down to the wire, the Highlanders closed out their non-district slate
with a dominating shout victory. Kaden Copelin set a new school record with 7 touchdown passes while
throwing for 284 yards. Copelin was almost perfect on the night, going 14-15 passing — and he did all
this in just the first half. The Woodlands capitalized on every Wildcat mistake in the first half and
charged out to a 51-0 halftime lead before closing out the contest with a 58-0 win.

The Highlanders took the opening kickoff and wasted no time getting on the scoreboard. Jason Haskins
received the first of Copelin’s TD passes, scoring from 6 yards out. The drive was highlighted by a big
44-yd reception by Kaiden Stewart.

A quick 3-and-out by the defense and a Wildcat penalty on the ensuing punt return set the Highlander
offense up with great field position at the Humble 24 yard line. The Woodlands would need just two
plays as Copelin found Colton Weddel in the right corner of the end zone for a 22-yard touchdown.

The Wildcats went backwards on their next drive, capped by a Magnus Herndon sack on 3 and long.
Humble then proceeded to snap the ball over the punter’s head and out of the back of the end zone,
giving the Highlanders a safety and a 16-0 lead.

The next Highlander drive again began in Wildcat territory. On the first play of the drive, Copelin hit
Bryson Bourn, who raced 49 yards down the left sideline for the third TWHS TD of the first quarter.

On the next drive, long receptions by Weddel and Bourn got the Highlanders quickly back into the red
zone to start the second quarter. This time, it was Carter Cass on the receiving end of a Copelin TD
pass — taking a quick shovel pass from 1 yard out for the score.

On their next possession, the Wildcats again failed to record a first down — and again struggled on
special teams. The Humble punter was unable to handle the snap cleanly, setting the Highlanders up at
the 22 yard line. Just a few plays later, Copelin again hit Cass for a touchdown — this time from 8 yards
out.

Before you could blink, the Highlanders were back on offense deep in Wildcat territory. Linebacker
Matthew Stuber picked off a pass attempt from Humble’s QB and rumbled 19 yards to set the
Highlanders back up inside the Wildcat 25 yard line. A few plays later, the Highlanders were back in the
end zone. On a 3™ and goal from the 2 yard line, Copelin scrambled to the right and found Daniel
Villanueva Boone for the short TD pass.



The Highlander defense continued its first half dominance, forcing yet another 3-and-out including
another QB sack on 3™ down. The Woodlands defense only allowed 20 yards and 1 first down in the
entire first half. At no point in the first half did the Humble offense pass midfield.

With just 2 minutes left in the half, the offense set out to put one more score on the board. It took just
four plays. Copelin hit Beckett Barefoot for a big 40-yard completion to move the ball into Wildcat
territory. Two plays later, Copelin hit Harry Miller on a 36-yard score for his record-breaking 71" TD pass
of the first half.

The Wildcats opened the second half with their best drive of the game, gaining a couple of first downs
and passing the midfield line for the first time in the game. But the drive stalled on the 44-yard line and
the Highlander defense forced another put.

Bo Duke took over quarterback duties for the Highlanders in the 2" half. The next three possessions by
The Woodlands resulted in a punt, fumble, and turnover on downs.

Late in the fourth quarter, Safety Nico Chavez recorded the 2" interception of the night for the
Highlanders to put The Woodlands back deep on the Humble side of the field. Running Back Kevin
Synatschk took over the final drive and capped the Highlander scoring with a 2-yard TD run.

The Wildcats made one last attempt to put points on the board but their final drive ended at the 25-yard
line as the Highlander defense preserved the shutout. Max Mitchell led the team in tackles with 8 while
Herndon finished with 2 sacks.

After completing their non-district schedule, the Highlanders will take their 2-1 record into the bye week.
The Woodlands will return to action on September 25, as the team hosts Caney Creek for the 2026
Homecoming game.



